[Duration of inpatient treatment of various psychiatric disease categories. A follow-up study].
The frequency and duration of in-patient treatment in psychiatric and general hospitals was observed over an average 14-year period for 328 patients with different psychiatric diseases. Schizophrenics were more frequently admitted and spent longer in psychiatric institutions than all other diagnostic groups, but were admitted less frequently and for shorter periods to general hospitals. Patients suffering from organic mental illness and those with neurotic disorders had more frequent and longer periods of general hospital care. Drug dependent and neurotic patients were hospitalised more frequently and longer for psychiatric rather than for medical reasons in general hospitals. The total frequency and duration of psychiatric in-patient treatment was distinctly less frequent and of shorter duration for neurotic disorders as compared with schizophrenic or affective psychoses.